Clarification of Standards for Parents
Grade 2 Mathematics Unit 6
Dear Parents,
We want to make sure that you have an understanding of the mathematics your child will be learning this year. Below
you will find the standards we will be learning in Unit Six. Each standard is in bold print and underlined and below it is
an explanation with student examples. Your child is not learning math the way we did when we were in school, so
hopefully this will assist you when you help your child at home. Please let your teacher know if you have any questions.
☺
MGSE2.OA.3 Determine whether a group of objects (up to 20) has an odd or even number of members, e.g., by
pairing objects or counting them by 2s; write an equation to express an even number as a sum of two equal addends.
This standard calls for students to apply their work with doubles addition facts to the concept of odd or even numbers.
Students should have ample experiences exploring the concept that if a number can be decomposed (broken apart) into
two equal addends (e.g., 10 = 5 +5), then that number (10 in this case) is an even number. Students should explore this
concept with concrete objects (e.g., counters, place value cubes, etc.) before moving towards pictorial representations
such as circles or arrays.
Example: Is 8 an even number? Prove your answer.
Student 1

Student 2

I grabbed 8 counters. I paired counters up
into groups of 2. Since I didn’t have any
counters left over, I know that 8 is an even
number.

I grabbed 8 counters. I put them into 2 equal
groups. There were 4 counters in each
group, so 8 is an even number.

Student 3

Student 4

I drew 8 boxes in a rectangle that had two
columns. Since every box on the left
matches a box on the right, I know 8 is even.

I drew 8 circles. I matched one on the left
with one on the right. Since they all match
up, I know that 8 is an even number.

Student 5

I know that 4 plus 4 equals 8. So 8 is an even number.

Find the total number of objects below.
Student 1

Student 2

I see 3 counters in each column and there are
4 columns. So I added: 3 + 3 + 3+ 3. That
equals 12.

I see 4 counters in each row and there are 3
rows. So I added 4 + 4 + 4. That equals 12.

MGSE2.OA.4 Use addition to find the total number of objects arranged in rectangular arrays with up to 5 rows and up
to 5 columns; write an equation to express the total as a sum of equal addends.
Second graders use rectangular arrays to work with repeated addition, a building block for multiplication in third grade.
A rectangular array is any arrangement of things in rows and columns, such as a rectangle of square tiles. Students
explore this concept with concrete objects (e.g., counters, bears, square tiles, etc.) as well as pictorial representations on
grid paper or other drawings. Due to the commutative property of multiplication, students can add either the rows or
the columns and still arrive at the same solution.
Example: What is the total number of circles below?

(Adapted from Henry County Schools)

